Although the right hemisphere is thought to be preferentially involved in visuospatial processing, the specialization of the two hemispheres with respect to object identification is unclear. The present study investigated the effects of hemifield presentation on object and word identification by presenting objects (Experiment 1) and words (Experiment 2) in a rapid visual stream of distracters. In Experiment 1, object images presented in the left visual field (i.e., to the right hemisphere) were identified with shorter display times. In addition, the left visual field advantage was greater for inverted objects. In Experiment 2, words presented in the right visual field (i.e., to the left hemisphere) under similar conditions were identified with shorter display times. These results support the idea that the right hemisphere is specialized with regard to object identification.
Although the two cerebral hemispheres are preferentially involved in processing different kinds of information, the specialization of the two hemispheres with respect to object identification remains unclear. Hemispheric specialization for information processing does not extend to the early visual areas (Hubel & Wiesel, 1959 , 1962 )-both hemispheres process early visual information in a similar fashion (i.e., bar detection or local Fourier analysis), but each hemisphere processes input from a different half of visual space. Faster processing in a particular hemifield is used as evidence for specialization in the contralateral hemisphere. While this logic does rest upon a number of assumptions (e.g., that processing of laterally presented stimuli is not fundamentally different than processing of stimuli presented to the fovea), it has been successfully used to demonstrate some important findings regarding hemispheric specialization (Biederman & Cooper, 1991; Hellige & Cowin, 1996; Hellige, Cowin, & Eng, 1995; Hellige & Scott, 1997; Leehey & Cahn, 1979; Levine & Banich, 1982; Marsolek, 1999; Polich, 1978; Sergent & Hellige, 1986) .
With regard to the processing of complex shape information used to identify objects, previous studies using lateralized presentation have often yielded mixed and contradictory results. A few studies (McKeever & Jackson, 1979; Young & Bion, 1981) have reported a right visual field (RVF) advantage for a naming judgment. Unfortunately, as Biederman and Cooper point out in their 1991 study (Biederman & Cooper, 1991) , these studies had some significant methodological problems-nonrandom presentation of images to the two hemifields, repeated presentation, presentation of images in such a way that favored one hemifield, and use of a limited stimulus
